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Tonga is a conservative, Christian country, politically dominated by the King and 33 hereditary 
nobles. The country's unicameral Parliament consists of cabinet members appointed by the King, 
nine nobles elected by their peers, and nine representatives elected by the general population. 
Cabinet members and nobles often vote as a bloc. 

Over the years, the lack of employment opportunities in Tonga has led to large-scale emigration, 
primarily to New Zealand, the United States, and Australia. More Tongans now live overseas than 
in Tonga, and remittances are the country's largest source of hard currency earnings, followed by 
tourism and agricultural and fisheries exports. With a population of around 102,000, almost all of 
Tonga's people are Polynesians. Although Tonga has a highly traditional society, young, Western- 
educated Tongans have called for democratic reform. 

Tonga's king has said publicly that democratic reforms are needed, and the Government has 
launched a reform commission to propose revisions to the country's legislative framework. The 
Constitutional and Electoral Commission submitted its final report and recommendations in 
November 2009, and elections are expected in late 2010. 

Tonga sent 55-troop contingents to Iraq to serve with Multi-National Forces Iraq in February and 
September of 2008. Tonga has also maintained a sustained presence in the Solomon Islands with 
the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands. Tonga is seeking to expand Tonga Defense 
Services from its current size of 550 personnel to approximately 750. 


Programs discussed in this publication are funded through the Department of State. The U.S. Agency for International 
Development does not currently provide direct assistance to Tonga. 
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